
DRAFT

MINUTES OF MEETING OF PELHAM DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEE


DECEMBER 6, 2018


Roll was called at 8:02 PM. Present were: Marin Zielinski (Chair), Marc Burgess,  Kristen Burke, 
Aileen Dose, Ed Doty, Karen Gardner, Peter Hoffman, Eileen Madden, Mariette Morrissey, Toby 
Marxuach-Gusciora, Liz Massie, and Tara Weishaupl. 


Minutes of November meeting were approved.


It was noted that Joe Marty has provided the committee with a list of Pelham Democrats and 
their email addresses. The committee also discussed posting notices of upcoming committee 
meetings at the train station and other venues.


The issue of youth outreach was discussed. There is a Young Democrats club at PMHS which 
has an advisor. Marin has drafted a proposal for a 32-hour student internship program but the 
school may require a separate advisor to oversee the pupil. Kristen volunteered to help develop 
an initiative aimed at engaging young adults in the Democratic Party.


Aileen gave the Treasurer’s report, noting that we have a current balance of $3,017.87 and that 
using the Square reader she purchased, there will be only a 2.5% processing fee for credit card 
transactions. There was also discussion of the need to prepare an annual budget and Ed 
agreed to draft one for consideration.


The committee voted unanimously to designate Maryanne Joyce as District Leader in District 
3.


The committee also voted that each member will pay $10 each for business cards. Proofs will 
be sent out soon and the cards should be printed in January. These cards will be useful in 
conducting a survey of Democratic households. Each DL should try to establish an “advisory 
group” of non-committee members to support canvassing efforts.  Marc reviewed the benefits 
of Mini-Van and its utility in conducting the survey; the committee voted unanimously to pay 
the $300/calendar year for a subscription.


Chance Mullen gave a presentation on his planned bid for Mayor of the Village of Pelham on 
the Democratic line. He currently serves as a Trustee and is the Village Board’s liaison with the 
Fire Department. He emphasized the need to take a long-term view of the Village infrastructure 
needs and he outlined a vision of a single environmentally friendly building housing all the 
municipal services. The caucuses will take place January 23 and 24 in the Village of Pelham 
and in Pelham Manor, respectively, and the election is March 19.


Liz discussed the very well-attended event on December 3, “Westchester Supports Driver’s 
Licenses for All New Yorkers.” A bill to allow non-citizen immigrants to apply for driver’s 
licenses was passed in the NYS Assembly this year but did not make it through the 
Republican-held Senate.  Because Democrats will control both chambers it is hoped that this 
bill will be passed and signed into law next year.  Committee members were asked to contact 
Senate Majority Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins and Governor Andrew Cuomo to urge them to 
act on this. Senator-elect Alessandra Biaggi and Assemblywoman Amy Paulin are vocal 
supporters of this initiative which will improve road safety, provide legal identification and 
possibly result in lower car insurance costs. Liz also said that letters from local chiefs of police 
would also be very helpful.


Terry Clements discussed the Westchester County budget process, noting the deficit and 
saying that the Board of Legislators is considering raising sales tax by 1.5%.




The now-defunct Democratic Club has in previous years given the Michael Schwermer award 
to a senior in PMHS. Ed noted that merits on which the student was judged were of a 
somewhat general nature and not necessarily related to activities on civil rights. It was agreed 
that the committee would award the prize next spring and that Toby and Tara would draft 
criteria on which students could be judged.


Because the next meeting is scheduled for Valentine’s Day (sigh!), Marin asked if the committee 
would prefer to hold it a week early and it was agreed that we would meet on February 7 and 
that Amy Paulin would be invited.


On Sunday, December 30, PDC members from Pelham Manor are invited to Toby’s home and 
members from the Village of Pelham are invited to Marin’s to celebrate the season.  We thank 
both Marin and Toby for their gracious invitations!


The meeting was adjourned at 9:26 PM.



